
How to Cut Travel Costs 
• Use public transportation whenever possible (particu-
larly at ASGA’s New York, Philadelphia, Boston, DC, and 
Chicago conferences). You can get to and from the airport, 
to the conference location, and to sight-seeing cheaply using 
the Metro, Subway, or “L.” 
• Using a taxi in a major city will be a lot less expensive 

than a rental car, fuel costs, and parking expenses. 
• ASGA’s conferences in Dallas, Orlando, 

and Los Angeles probably will require a 
rental car/van to get from your hotel 

to the conference location and air-
port. If you want to sight-see in 
New Orleans, you’ll need to take 
a shuttle to the French Quarter 
or get a rental car/van. 
• Carpool! If you’re driving to 
the conference, ASGA can put you 

in touch with other colleges and universities near you that 
may be sending students/advisors, so you can split the gas 
and parking costs.

How to Cut Food Costs
• Remember, ASGA provides a free continental break-
fast and a boxed lunch at all 10 conferences. At most 
ASGA events, we provide an afternoon snack break as well. 
You’ll just need to pay for food while traveling to and from 
the conference and dinner the day of the conference.
• Don’t use hotel room-service! It’s usually double the 

cost of eating at a local restaurant, plus they 
always tack on a delivery charge, taxes, 

and a gratuity. It can make the cost of 
a meal three times what it should be.
• ASGA speakers often use Web 
services such as grubhub.com and 

Groupon while on ASGA business. 
These Web sites let you sort through 

restaurants near your hotel that deliver 
and then you can order online from them. You 

can pay by credit card or PayPal and include a tip as well.
• Nearby grocery and convenience stores within walking dis-
tance at every ASGA conference offer more choices and are 
less expensive than hotel vending machines.
• If you’re driving to the conference, pack a lunch to save 
money instead of getting fast food. Bring your own canned 
drinks or bottled water in an ice chest.
• If you’re flying, bring snack foods in your checked bags.

How to Cut Registration Costs
• Join ASGA! ASGA members save $100 
per person. Plus, you’ll benefit from 
ASGA’s resources to help your student 
government improve all year long. Each 
and every member of your SG can have 
his/her own password to use at 
www.asgahome.com.
• Register early! If you know you’re coming 
to Chicago in the fall, register as soon 
as you can to get the lowest rates 
possible. The earlier you register, the 
less it costs. 
• Even if you don’t know the names of 
the students/advisors who will be attending, 
you can still register and get the super early 
bird rates. This can save $200 or more per person 
on registration costs! You can add the names later.

How to Cut Hotel Costs
• Book your rooms at ASGA’s conference hotel. ASGA 
has negotiated with the hotels to offer a rate that is always 
less than booking on hotels.com, through the hotel’s Web site, 
or other services like expedia or kayak.com.
• If you stay at the official ASGA hotel(s), you’ll also save 
on parking, Internet, and transportation to and from the 
conference location.
• If you don’t want to stay at the official ASGA conference 
hotel, you can “price shop” at hotels.com and other Web 
sites on how much you want to spend, how close you want 
to be to the conference location or landmarks, and find 
hotels that offer free breakfast or free Internet.
• Get a roommate! ASGA can put you in touch with other 
attendees who may be looking to share the 
cost of a hotel room.

With planning and creativity, you can spend less on registering, food, travel, and 
accommodations at any of ASGA’s 10 Student Government Training Conferences.
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